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Guidelines for Lector #1 

Before Mass:  
Lectors should be at church 15 minutes before Mass and be prepared to read both 
readings. Doing so allows you to become aware of the theme of the Mass and you can 
read the second reading if it becomes necessary.  Please observe the guidelines in the 
dress code for lectors. 

Go to the sacristy and check with the Priest who is celebrating the Mass to see if a 
Deacon is present and to see if there are any special instructions.  

The Book of the Gospels should be on the table in the rear of the church.  If it is not, 
check the sacristy or the ambo and place it on the table in the rear of the church. 

To be prepared to read, take a moment to walk up to the ambo to review the reading.  
NOTE:  If the marked reading is different from your workbook, check with the Priest in 
the sacristy. 

Processing In:  
You process in with the Book of the Gospels only when a deacon is NOT present. You 
process in positioning yourself in front of the priest and behind the Processional Cross 
or candles.  Hold the Book in front of you only slightly raised and treat it with reverence 
as you walk to the altar. When you reach the first step at the altar, bow your head, and 
walk directly up to the altar and place the Book of the Gospels in the center. Then go 
directly to your pew. 

First Reading:  
You will be reading from the book that is on the ambo.  

You begin reading after the Priest prays the Collect.  NOTE:  At 9:00 and 10:30 Masses, 
wait until the children have left for their liturgy of the Word.  Be sure to read loudly 
enough so that all in the church may hear you. Please read with faith.  Remember you 
are a proclaimer of the Word for all who have gathered for the Eucharist!  Some will 
hear the Words for the first time; others will be hearing them for the last time.  

When you complete the first reading, look at the congregation and announce “The Word 
of the Lord.”  Next you step back from the ambo, turn and face the altar and make a 
slight bow of your head.  Then go back to your pew for the singing of the Responsorial 
Psalm.  NOTE:  If there is no choir or cantor, you would then read the Responsorial 
Psalm. 

NOTE: 
After Mass is over place the Book of the Gospels on the table in the back of church.  

Substitutes:  
If you cannot make your appointed Mass, please get a substitute.  If you cannot get a 
substitute and cannot read, contact the person assigned to read with you. Inform them 
of your situation.  

A Word of Thanks:  
Your efforts are a vital part of the liturgy and the parish greatly appreciates your 
contribution.   Let us continue our faithful ministry. 
   



Rev Nov 2012 

Guidelines for Lector #2 
 

Before Mass:  
Lectors should be at church 15 minutes before Mass and be prepared to read both 
readings. Doing so allows you to become aware of the theme of the Mass and you can 
read the first reading if it becomes necessary.   

NOTE:  This will also allow time to determine whether a Deacon will be assisting at 
Mass.  If there is no Deacon, Lector #2 will read the Prayers of the Faithful and the 
Announcements at the end of the Mass.  These will be located in a black folder in the 
ambo.  If it is not there, check in the sacristy.  
 
Be aware that if a Deacon is present he will read the Prayers of the Faithful and the 
announcements.   Please observe the guidelines in the dress code for lectors.   
 
Second Reading:  
You will be reading from the book that is on the ambo. You begin reading after the 
Responsorial Psalm, which follows the first reading. Be sure to read loudly enough so 
that all in the church may hear you. Please read with faith.  Remember you are a 
proclaimer of the Word for all who have gathered for the Eucharist!  Some will hear the 
Words for the first time; others will be hearing them for the last time.  

When you complete the second reading, look at the congregation and announce “The 
Word of the Lord.”  Place the book on the shelf in the ambo.  Next you step back from 
the ambo, turn and face the altar and make a slight bow of your head.  Then go back to 
your pew.  
 
Prayers to the Faithful: (If a Deacon is not present) 
At the end of the Creed go up to the ambo and read the Prayers of the Faithful.  After 
reading the Prayers of the Faithful, turn and face the Priest until he finishes the prayer 
before returning to your pew.  
 
Announcements: (If a Deacon is not present) 
Any announcements are made after the communion prayer.  After the Priest finishes the 
communion prayer, go up to the ambo and read the announcements. Return to your 
pew after the final blessing.  
 
Substitutes:  
If you cannot make your appointed Mass, please get a substitute. If you cannot get a 
substitute and cannot read, contact the person assigned to read with you. Inform them 
of your situation.  
 
A Word of Thanks:  
Your efforts are a vital part of the liturgy and the parish greatly appreciates your 
contribution. Let us continue our faithful ministry.   


